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» Surplusset to be

exported to Far East
e
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outh Africa should start
looking for new export
markets and not rely on
fte African neighbours
. to sell some of its record
maize erop of 16.41 million tons,
according to Agri SA senior econo-
mist Hamlet Hiomendlinl, = .
The country was not the only
one in the Southern African Devel-
. opment Community (SADC) region
to yield a higher-than-expected
harvest. Zimbabwe had its highest
erop estimate in nine yesars, ac-
cording 1o its agriculture ministry
of at least 2.2 million tons of maize
would ‘be produced at the end of
the 1.2 million hectares of maize
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planted. Ths country alsa banned

had access to before {the drought)
have had to ook elsewhere to mest
their demands and now that we are
onthemprmdweneedtomhq,
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Free Btate. Picture: Farmars Weokly

remember us? We had a deal,” gald
Hi THini

He sald emtering new markets
would not be a two-manth job and
in some instances, trade agree-
ments may take well over a year.
ﬁmn thisyear.GrainSAinthh;

was expecting to export
anticipated surplus of 3.5 million
tons end aimed to export all of it to
Japan, South Korea and Talvan,

But this did not mean South
Afrlea should abanden the SADC

_ market comp|

letely. i
" “'you look at the Southern AR
ricen region, the main driver is
South Africa, 8o if we don't pro-
duce optimally or fall short in pro~

(ducing enough, as we have seen,

have to ook to ather exporters to
o e
er crop, 8

ﬁouthh&luiathstwenlraady

v an understanding with these
markets, though we might have a
fow glitches like with Zimbabwe”
- stmniidweh@eltizen.co.za
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